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Task Force investigating
reasons for fish stock decline

One of the remits of the West of
Scotland Task Force is to investigate the
possible reasons for the decline in fish
stocks off the West coast.

What is apparent is that over-fishing cannot
be attributed as being the main reason, despite
many people eager to point the finger at
the fishing industry, making it a convenient
scapegoat.

Other complex environmental factors are
at work and the Task Force is investigating
the impact of increasing sea temperatures on
stock biology. The increasing seal population
is also likely to be having an impact.

The International Convention for the
Exploration of the Sea (ICES), the main scientific
body advising the European Commission, has
just stated the seal population has rocketed
in recent years.

Its report reveals that the population of
the mammals in the North Sea has grown to
about 200,000, with 40,000 of them on the
West coast.The Scottish grey seal population
is estimated to be around half of the world
total,and each seal eats between two and two
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and a half tonnes of fish a year.

The report states: “Seals are known to
feed on cod, among other species, and the
mortality of cod due to seal predation is likely
to be significant... This may impair the ability
of the stock to recover””

Bertie Armstrong says: “We’re pleased that
ICES are finally recognising what we have been
saying all along.

“Scientific studies on fish stocks very
rarely take into account factors like natural
predators or climate change, so these findings
are quite significant.”

Executive Committee
meets to discuss strategy

The Executive Committee of the SFF met recently in St Combs near Fraserburgh

to discuss strategy for the forthcoming negotiations on catching opportunity for

2010.

Decommissioning - a
possibility for future?

There have been growing calls from
the quayside for consideration to be
given for a new decommissioning
scheme.

With this in mind, the SFF has been in
touch with the Scottish Government
with a view to entering exploratory
discussions. It is undeniably a tricky
balancing act, given that tighter effort
control and dwindling quotas means
that a smaller fleet would be a more
profitable one.

However, the longer term view also has
to be taken into account so as to ensure
that the critical mass of the fleet is not
reduced to such an extent that it is no
longer able to exploit fully the available
catching opportunity once stocks have
recovered.

‘Co-decision making’
will be new plank
European policy

From next year, ‘co-decision
making’ will be a new feature of
how the EC will operate, with new
control, compliance and technical
measures having to be approved by
the European Parliament.

While this will make the regulation
process more democratic and open to
greater scrutiny, it also means that any
key decisions may take much longer to
ratify.

It is, therefore, likely that an increase
focus of the SFF’s lobbying in the future
will be directed towards MEPs to ensure
that they are fully up to speed with the
main issues.

Meanwhile, in a bid to beat the deadline
for the introduction of co-decision
making, the EC is currently trying to
push through the new revised control
and technical regulations before the |
January deadline.

Passport needed to
travel to Lerwick!

Fishermen are being reminded that
they now need a passport or other
photographic identification for
travel on the Northlink Ferries route
between Aberdeen to Lerwick.
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Trials to reduce cod by-catches in
Shetland mixed whitefish fisheries

Rob Kynoch, Marine Scotland Fisheries Scientist, reports on a new study to
reduce by-catch by incorporating large meshes into the front portion of a

commercial trawl

During June and July 2009 Marine
Scotland - Science, Marine Laboratory,
in partnership with Shetland Fishermen’s
Association, undertook experimental
trials to assess the potential for trawls
incorporating larger meshes (300mm
and 600mm) to release smaller grades
of cod but still retain other economically
important species.

During 2008 the Orkney Fisheries
Association (OFA) conducted trials using
a modified whitefish trawl incorporating
300mm diamond meshes in the front portion
of the trawl (wings, cover and first belly
section). These trials showed that this gear
retained fewer cod below 75cm and that
at the minimum landing size of 35cm, 45%
fewer cod were caught. The study, however,
also demonstrated that catches of monkfish
and megrim would be reduced. Due to the
importance of these species to the Shetland
mixed whitefish trawl fleet the SFA submitted
a SISP (Scottish Industry/Science Partnership)
proposal to carry out a similar study but using
a vessel and targeting fishing grounds typical
of the Shetland fleet. Two different mesh
configurations were to be tested during the
trials, one incorporating 300mm netting and
another with 600mm netting, both currently
allowed as options for buy backs under the
days at sea regime.

The vessel chartered for the trials was the
Shetland twin whitefish trawler Resilient
(LK195). Prior to the start, two test trawls
incorporating 300mm and 600mm netting were
constructed to the same design as the vessels’
existing scraper trawls.The 300mm and 600mm
netting in each test trawl replaced 160mm
and 120mm netting in the existing design.The
positioning of the larger mesh netting was
similar to the Orkney trawl. Both trawls were
rigged with 14" rockhopper groundgear similar

to the vessel’s existing trawls.

The trials ran for 22 days from 9 June until
[6 July. Catch comparison data was collected
using the twin trawl method whereby one of
the trawls in the twin trawl system is the test
trawl and the vessels other trawl becomes the
standard control trawl. Both trawls were fished
with 120mm diamond mesh codends, flip-up
ropes and tickler chains.Thirty four-hour fishing
tows were completed with the 300mm net and
fourteen with the 600mm. During the trials two
different fishing areas were targeted: the first
approximately 15 miles east of Unst, and the
second 20 to 25 miles North of Muckle Flugga.
The species mix encountered on the Unst
grounds consisted of a good mix of monkfish,
cod, ling, hake, haddock and saithe and on
the Flugga grounds predominately megrim,
monkfish and cod.

The data collected is currently being analysed
and will be reported on in the near future.

New FishSAFE
will benefit
fleet

Updated and
enhanced
FishSAFE
units should be
ready for use
by the Scottish
fishing fleet
in the final
quarter of this year.

FLTC Services Limited (FLTCS), a wholly
owned subsidiary of the UK Fisheries
Offshore Oil and Gas Legacy Trust Fund
Ltd, is supporting and co-ordinating the
project to replace the current FishSAFE
monitor, which was originally developed in
1998 as a seabed hazard warning system

for fishermen but has since become

outdated.

As SFF News went to press, three of the
new devices were being trialled by Scottish
vessels with another one being assessed
by a Whitby-based vessel. Seafish is also
testing a unit at its laboratory in Grimsby.
Initial feedback has been very positive.
The Scottish Ministers and the European
Fisheries Fund have awarded a grant for the
sea trials and tests phase of the project.

If deemed a success, then the next stage
will be to await the result of an application
to the European Fisheries Fund for a
grant for production of 300 units. If the
application is successful it is anticipated that
units will be ready for general purchase by
the fleet within the next few months.

FLTCS is supported by the Scottish
Fishermen’s Federation, the National
Federation of Fishermen’s Organisation
and Oil and Gas UK and funds and manages
worthwhile projects in support of the
fishing industry.

Bid to continue to employ foreign crew

The SFF has made a detailed submission
to the Migration Advisory Committee
at the Home Office underlining the
fishing industry’s pressing need to be
able to employ crew from countries
outwith the European Economic
Area.

Many Scottish fishing vessels are now
dependent on skilled Filipino crewmen
because of the difficulty in finding local

05

crew. A joint delegation from the SFF and
the National Federation of Fishermen’s
Organisations recently met the Migration
Advisory Committee where we highlighted
concerns over action by the UK Borders
Agency to repatriate Filipino fishermen who
had arrived in the UK on transit visas.

As a potential solution to the problem,
both Federations have pointed out that such
fishermen could be placed on the Home Office

skills shortage list, and this is now under
active consideration by the Home Office.

Bertie Armstrong said:“Serious efforts are
being made to ensure that the industry is
able to recruit more Scottish fishing crew
in the future. But we can’t instantly produce
fishermen overnight and this is why we
urgently need short-term and commonsense
measures to ensure we can still recruit
foreign crew.”



SFF supports
Scottish seafood
at Taste of
Edinburgh

Scottish fishermen joined the drive
to promote the consumption of
locally caught seafood at The Taste
of Edinburgh Festival that was held
at the end of May.

With the export market for seafood
affected by the recession, the Scottish
Fishermen’s Federation took part in the
three-day Festival — part of an initiative
by Seafood Scotland and the Scottish
Government to help promote the home
consumption of Scottish seafood.

The event aimed to highlight to the
Scottish public the huge diversity of quality
seafood that is found around our shores.

Among those participating was
Federation President lan Gatt, who took
part in a cooking demonstration with
celebrity chef Nick Nairn using freshly
caught Scottish langoustines.

lan said: “There is a wonderful variety
of seafood sustainably harvested from
our waters and this Festival provided
a marvellous showcase of the sea’s
bounty”

He added that there is now a pressing
need to find alternative markets for
species such as hake and megrim.

“We rely totally on the export market
for these species, which has worked to an
extent in the past but during the recession
we find ourselves totally exposed.

“We need to develop alternate markets
and where better to start than on our
own shores? The fish served up by
Seafood Scotland was well received
by the Edinburgh public, and hopefully
those consumers are now asking their
fishmongers to source hake and megrim
for them. While this small event was
successful we need to do much more on
sourcing alternative markets.”
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New Fisheries Policy Officer for the
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

Malcolm Morrison brings a wealth of experience as the
new Fisheries Policy Officer for the SFF

Malcolm (48) joins the Federation
from Aberdeenshire Council, where he
was its Fishing Industry Co-ordinator,
working closely with the North Sea
Regional Advisory Council and
other organisations in helping
to develop policy. Prior to that,
Malcolm started his career
fishing for Nephrops out of
Stornoway, and since then,
over the past 20 years has
worked as a fishery officer, fish
processor and chandlery
salesman, providing
him with an all round
perspective of the
industry.
Malcolm will
take a lead role
in the delivery of
fisheries policy
for the Federation,

which will influence policy at Scottish, UK and
European levels. He will also provide support
to a variety of internal and external groups,
with a particular focus on those related to
inshore fisheries, shellfish fisheries and
training.

Bertie Armstrong said: “Malcolm
brings a wealth of experience to
the Federation and his knowledge
from working at all levels of the
industry will prove extremely
useful.”

Malcolm said:“These are challenging
times for Scottish fishing. | am

looking forward to working
closely with the members of the
Federation to develop policy
and direction that will help
ensure a profitable and
sustainable future for
our industry.’

Support from Scottish Fishermen’s
Trust for important fisheries projects

An ambitious drive to help secure
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
certification for two key North Sea
fisheries has successfully achieved
funding support from the Scottish
Fishermen’s Trust.

The Trust has awarded £10,000 to the
Scottish Fisheries Sustainable Accreditation
Group in its bid to achieve MSC certification
for North Sea haddock, with the same
amount pledged for an identical project for
North Sea Nephrops.

A similar project application by the Scottish
Pelagic Sustainability Group to achieve MSC
certification status for Atlanto-Scandian
herring has also secured financial support
from the Trust.

The Trust was set up by the Scottish
Fishermen’s Federation in 2000 and since
its inception has awarded over £100,000
to worthwhile projects. One of the key
aims of the Trust is to conserve the
marine environment and advance public
understanding of marine ecology and
biodiversity,
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James Brown, Chairman of the Trust, said:
“The projects approved for financial support
by the Trust are vital to securing a stable and
viable future for the sectors concerned.

“The importance of achieving MSC
accreditation for fisheries cannot be over-
stated, and the Trust is delighted to provide
funding support for ensuring those important
objectives.”

Also achieving funding support was an
application from the Shetland Fishermen’s
Association for the participation of a fishing
industry observer during the forthcoming
acoustic survey of herring stocks by Marine
Scotland scientists.

Meanwhile, the Scottish Fishermen’s Trust
has demonstrated its strong support for
industry training by setting aside funds
accessible by individual active fishermen
undertaking recognised training courses.
Each candidate will receive £200 when
successfully attending a course, further
funding will be made available, subject to
appropriate conditions, for those obliged to
live away from home to study.
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